Instructions for Use of ActiveSync
ActiveSync is a useful way to link your PDA to your PC, for downloading Anabat files, uploading new AnaPocket software etc. ActiveSync is a free Microsoft product which must be installed if not already available on an XP machine. On a Vista machine, the role is taken by Windows Mobile device, which seems to install itself if necessary.
Alternatives
It is possible to swap files between your PDA and PC using a CF card or SD card. Copy files from your PDA to a folder on the card, then use a card reader to copy them again onto your PC. Using a card this way requires you to copy the files twice, once to the card, and again to the PC. The card interface is often dismally slow for a large number of files. You will find it easier and faster to copy the entire BatFiles folder to the card, because marking multiple files on a PDA is painfully difficult.

Partnerships

On the whole, using ActiveSync is quicker and just as flexible as using a card, but it can be irritating, because there is no way to turn off its annoying desire to set up a partnership every time your PDA connects. A partnership may be fine, but its usual use is to synchronise files and other data between PC and PDA, whereas our need is to remove files from the PDA onto the PC. It is generally better to keep the process under the user's control, avoiding the risk that ActiveSync will automatically take undesirable action, perhaps even deleting files it shouldn't.
Partnerships are also limiting, in that a PDA can only have a partnership with one or two PCs. In general, avoid partnerships, by telling ActiveSync not to form one, but this means doing so every time your PDA connects.

Installing ActiveSync

You will need ActiveSync 4.5 or later. Double click on the "setup.msi" file and follow the instructions. The install is typical and straightforward, but you will need Administrative rights. This may be a problem for a PC setup by an IT group. Government computers often have this problem. If so, you will need to obtain the password.
When the install is completed, you can connect your PDA to your PC and ActiveSync will automatically make the connection. There are some things you should set up in ActiveSync before using it.

Under File, Connection Settings, check the options for:
· Show status icon in taskbar

· Allow USB connections

· Open ActiveSync when my device connects

and uncheck the other options.
Using ActiveSync
Just connect your PDA to your PC via a USB port and ActiveSync will open itself and throw up a dialog called "Set Up a Partnership". The easiest course is to Cancel this dialog, but this opens another annoying dialog telling you that your device will be set up as a "Guest". Click OK and you will be where you want to be, with "Connected" appearing under "Guest" on the ActiveSync screen.
To make use of the connection, click on Explore on the ActiveSync toolbar. This opens a standard Explorer window which exposes the contents of your PDA so you can move files around, drag and copy them etc in the normal way you can treat files on your PC. 

Normally, the Explorer window will open inside your PDA's "My Documents" folder, so if your BatFiles folder is in there, you will see it straight away. If not, you can find it by clicking on "My Windows Mobile-Based Device" which will let you into other parts of the system, for example, an installed SD card.  You can copy files both ways between your PDA and PC.

Main Points

· You need Administrative rights to install ActiveSync

· Connect your PDA to a USB port on the PC

· Cancel the "Set Up a Partnership" dialog

· Click OK to get rid of the popup

· Click on "Explore" to access your PDA's files

